Family Center

OF WASHINGTON COUNTY

Summer 2009 Child Care Support Services Newsletter

REMINDER - YOU ARE MANDATED REPORTERS.

If you suspect a child has been abused or neglected you need to call 1-800-649-5285. This
number is in operation 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Read the information below from the
Department for Children and Families web page.

What Information Should I Have On Hand?

Try to have as much information on hand as possible (e.g., the names of the child’s
parents/caretakers; the child’s name, age, and location; and the nature and extent of the
injuries or allegations of abuse).

What Happens When I Report?

A social worker will question you about the child's situation, record the information you
provide, ask you to complete a written report and, in some cases, ask you to gather more
information.

What If I Am Not Sure That What I Suspect Is Abuse?

Please call us for advice if you are not sure whether a report is warranted. Remember, you
do not have to prove that a child has been abused. That is our responsibility.

You may also want to seek our advice if you are thinking about telling the parents that you
reported as, in some cases, this could endanger the child and hinder the investigation.

What Happens Next?

We will determine whether to accept your report for investigation. To be accepted, it must
allege abuse or neglect as defined by state law.

What Happens If It's Accepted?

We will typically begin an investigation within 72 hours; however, we will start sooner if a
child is in immediate danger.

CHILD CARE SUPPORT
SERVICES STAFF
Phone Numbers
Coordinator

Diane Nichols-Fleming
262-3292 ext. 121

Subsidy Specialists
Jennifer Valade (A-H)
262-3292 ext. 120

(1-N)
262-3292 ext. 119

Lou Hawkins (O-2)
(Specialized Care Subsidy)
479-4488

Resource and Referral
Sayde Burke
262-3292 ext. 125

Resource Development
Specialists/Trainers
Brenda Buzzell
262-3292 ext. 122

Dori Oatley
(Specialized Care Trainer)
262-3292 ext. 123

Fax # 262-6071




FUN IN THE SUN
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Transform Trash into Summer Crafts

Rainy days are nothing unusual in Seattle, where “News for Parents” is created, and the Parenting Press staff knows that there
are many other parts of the country where kids need indoor activities even on a summer day. One of the editor’s favorites is
“Clean Sweep,” which can be as simple as taking the broom to the corners of the kids’ rooms and closets and wriggling under
the bed with a dust cloth. Almost as easy: carrying a bucket around the house, picking up the odds and ends that are cluttering
counters, desks, window sills, mantles and refrigerators.

Once you have a collection of “junk”—stray puzzle pieces, postcards from someone’s winter trip, marbles, pine cones, broken
crayons, pretty rocks, origami critters, stray socks, buttons, beads, pipe cleaners, ribbon—it’s time to brainstorm. Encourage
your kids to think about what they could make with this “junque,” especially with the addition of a little paint or magnets.
Here are some examples:

e Glue the puzzle pieces along a plain barrette, adding a couple of layers if you have enough pieces. Leave them as is
or paint them all the same color.

e Shave the crayons up with an inexpensive plastic pencil sharpener, spread them between sheets of wax paper and
with adult supervision, use an iron set on low heat to melt the crayons and create “stained glass.” Protect your ironing
surface with layers of old towels, and put several sheets of white paper or another towel over the paper to keep
crayon from touching the iron. Once the paper is cool, cut it into shapes and suspend the hearts, stars, sunbursts or
paper dolls from ribbons in sunny windows.

e Combine the stray socks with buttons, beads, and ribbon for a sock puppet, or if you have some stuffing, make a
simple sock doll. You might even add pipe cleaner whiskers!

e Glue pebbles and origami with one flat side to magnets for use on the fridge.

Other ideas: Paint the tips of pine cones with white glue, sprinkle with glitter and then set aside for holiday decorating next
winter; trim an old picture frame by gluing on old buttons or beach shells; cut the pretty postcards so that they fit inside little
picture frames or use them to decorate stiff paper that you’ve folded into note cards. Draw on paper with the edges of soap
slivers and then watch the soap resist the paint when you brush on water colors.

Paper dolls dressed in cut-outs from a magazine lounge on a couch made with a Dover template and the cover of a college alumni
booklet.
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Add a cardboard box or two, and the kids can build a house for those sock dolls, complete with “stained glass” windows, rock
sidewalks, and pine cone “shrubbery.” To create furniture, use the template we’ve adapted from a Dover Publications book,
My Fun Furniture by Florence Temko. You can photocopy the templates onto any stiff paper that will feed through your
printer, or print out the templates for the kids to draw around on lightweight cardboard and the printed covers of heavy
brochures and catalogs. Add fabric scraps for tablecloths and bedding, and decorate the “walls” with postcard photos and
cancelled stamps. (No sock dolls? Create some paper dolls and move them in!)

Small boxes make great garages for Matchbox cars or turn them into vehicles with CD wheels and “chrome” from foil
packages or pie pans. Big boxes can be boats or cars for little kids. If you don’t have an appliance carton for a mini-playhouse,
drape an old sheet over a table for indoor tenting.

Reprinted with permission from Parenting Press News for Parents, copyright © 2009. For a free subscription, see
www.ParentingPress.com/signup.htm/'
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Barre Area ~ ~ Vicki Langevin 479-7144, vickilang@myfairpoint.net
Montpelier ~~ Kathleen Burroughs 223-3954, kidcountry@myfairpoint.net
Braintree/Brookfield ~ ~ Pam White 728-9587, pld2plw@comcast.net
Washington Central ~ ~ Joyce Wheeler 229-9489, jkwhe@myfairpoint.net

Provider Group Leaders meet together every other month.

PROVIDER RECOGNITION NIGHT REPORT

submitted by Kathleen Burroughs




Summer Professional Development Opportunities at the Steak House in Barre
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Wednesday, June 24" ~ Nurturing Healthy Sexual Development 6:00-8:30
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CDA #3,4, Core Competency - Families and
Communities, Advanced Specialized Care

Wednesday, July 15"', 6:00-8:30 ~ HomeStart Presentation
2 < 9 =< > : <

9 " ' CDA#6, Core Competency - Professionalism and Program Organization

Wednesday, July 22™, 6:00-8:30 ~ Your Own Child in Your Own Child Care (tentative)
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Wednesday, July 29th, 6:00-8:30 ~ Understanding and Responding to the Sexual Behavior in Children
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" CDA #2, 3, Core Competency — Teaching and Learning, Advanced Specialized Care

Wednesday, August 12th, 6:00-8:30 ~ Care for Kids
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" CDA #3, Core Competency - Teaching and Learning, Advanced
Specialized Care

Wednesday, August 19“‘, 6:00-8:30 ~ CPR Recert
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Wednesday, September 23~ Plugged In 6:00-8:30
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" CDA # 3,4 Families and Communities, Advanced Specialized Care

FALL TRAINING EVENT—SAVE THE DATE -
SEPTEMBER 26th at the Family Center on
Sherwood Drive — 4 hours of professional
development available. Keynote speaker is
Jeanine Fitzgerald!




Kids Are Priority One Information on Proposed Changes to the Child Care Financial Assistance

(Subsidy) Program
Those of you who didn’t receive this electronically, here it is for you in print.

Update: Proposed Changes to Child Care Subsidy Program
June 19, 2009

Issue_Overview: The Department for Children and Families has proposed sweeping changes to Vermont's Child

Care Subsidy Program.

What's At Stake: Children's access to affordable early care and education services; the quality of those services;
the economic role played by the Child Care Subsidy Program in helping low- and moderate-income parents enter

and remain in the workforce.

Action To Take: Attend a statewide meeting in late July (see below) to give your input on the Commissioner's

revised changes.

ISSUE UP CLOSE

Vermont's Child Care Subsidy Program plays an important role in child development and economic
development. It helps ensure children's healthy development by increasing access to affordable, regulated child
care services, and it keeps the gears of Vermont's economy turning by making it possible for low- and moderate-
income parents to enter and remain in the workforce.

The program's income eligibility guidelines are currently pegged to 2000 rather than 2009 levels so families who
could qualify for help paying for child care are currently ineligible. Subsidy rates are far below market rate (and
the recommended 75th percentile). Parents lose out because many early care and education programs cannot
afford to serve children at those rates, and parents cannot afford to pay more out-of-pocket. Early childhood
programs lose out financially if they decide to accept the subsidy payment as full tuition and waive the parent's co-
pay.

We applaud Steve Dale, Commissioner of the Department for Children and Families, for his commitment to
updating the income eligibility guidelines and rates. The Kids Are Priority One Coalition has been pushing for this
for several years, and he listened. We also commend him for his efforts to get community feedback on his
proposals. By the end of June, Commissioner Dale will have met with groups in all twelve Agency of Human
Services regions in the state. This was no small undertaking on his part.

The Kids Are Priority One Coalition staff has been compiling information about the potential impact of the
proposed changes and has sought the opinion of a prominent national policy organization. We are in the process of
preparing comments, which we will share with Commissioner Dale by the end of June, post on our web site and
distribute through our e-network. We think that some of the proposed changes have merit, while others will
have unintended negative consequences. In those instances, we will suggest policy alternatives for the
Commissioner to consider.




NEXT STEPS

The Commissioner will use the input he received during May and June to revise his proposal (July).

e The Kids Are Priority One Coalition will convene a statewide meeting at the end of July to get your
input on the Commissioner's revised proposal. Stay tuned for a Save the Date email, which we will
send out shortly.

e Following that statewide meeting, the Kids Are Priority One staff, in conjunction with the Coalition's

Subsidy Work Group, will draft a response to the Commissioner's new proposal.

 We will then request a meeting with the Commissioner in early August to review the Coalition's

recommendations.

e The Commissioner plans to take his final proposal to the legislature in late August. Although the full
legislature is not in session, legislation passed during the 2009 legislative session requires the

Commissioner to bring his proposal to a legislative committee for consideration.

For more information, contact:

Kim Friedman
Organizing Director
Kids Are Priority One Coalition
(802) 348-9879




Child Care Support Services

Family Center of Washington County
383 Sherwood Drive

Montpelier, VT 05602

802-262-3292
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This newsletter is funded by the Department for Children and Families, Child
Development Division, and the Child Development Block Grant.

Complaint Policy and Procedures

The Family Center of Washington County works to assist and give accurate, appropriate and fair information,
trainings and services for all families and child care providers. Occasionally a question, concern or disagreement
may occur. If this happens, please contact Diane Nichols-Fleming at 262-3292 ext. 121. If you still have concerns,
you can also contact Claire Kendall, Associate Director for Early Childhood Services at 262-3292 ext.151. If your
concerns have not been satisfactorily resolved, you can contact Jan Walker at the Child Development Division in

Waterbury at 1-800-649-2642"

Product recall website- keep informed — www.cpsc.gov
Hotline number if you don’t have internet: 1-800-638-2772




